If a minute fragment of bone be selected from the edge of one of these cavities, which contain the soft red matter, we shall often find edges thin enough for microscopic observation, without further interference than simply washing it clean from the nucleated cells and blood disks that surround and adhere to it. If it be then examined with a power of about 600 linear, certain changes of importance will become visible. The edges of the bone, at the very margin of the cavities alluded to, are reduced to the greatest possible tenuity, and appear to be embedded in a mass of nucleated cells, which adhere with great tenacity to the bone. When these are washed away, the bone itself seems com- figure, in consequence of change in constituent parts. This change in figure may be held to indicate that the bone cells were softened, and had yielded to pressure.
